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Welcome to 2021 and the
first issue of our newsletter! We
are really hopeful that this year
won't be as much of a doozie as
last year, and we have plans for
BIG things in 2021. We will use
each newsletter to keep you
posted on new releases, staff
picks, featured authors, and a

little bit of this and that. 
Enjoy!

The Fox's Den
The Prairie Fox Books Newsletter

Issue 1

What's inside...

Dylan's Next Read

From the New York Times
bestselling author of The

Aviator's Wife comes a story
of courage on the prairie,

inspired by the devastating
storm that struck the Great
Plains in 1888, threatening

the lives of hundreds of
immigrant homesteaders,
especially schoolchildren.

The Children's Blizzard by Melanie Benjamin



Light of the Jedi by Charles Soule (January 5) This one is a no-brainer for a Star
Wars fan. Set in the High Republic era (two hundred years before the events of The

Phantom Menace), Light of the Jedi features new Jedi characters reacting to a disaster
in hyperspace that pushes them to their limits, while in the shadows beyond the

Republic, a growing threat emerges.
The Scorpion's Tail by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child (January 12) The
second book in the bestselling authors' Nora Kelly series promises to be just as

enthralling as the first. Bringing back FBI Agent Corrie Swanson, The Scorpion's Tail
involves a mummified corpse in a ghost town that turns out to have been poisoned—
and in possession of a significant artifact. But as always, I am sure there is more to the

case than meets the eye.
The Project by Courtney Summers (February 2) I've only read one book by

Courtney Summers so far—Sadie, a true crime-inspired book that I think is a
masterpiece—but this one also has my attention. Featuring a girl whose sister has
joined a cult, The Project follows Lo as she works to prove the dangers of The Unity
Project—and as she begins to question reality. I fully expect there to be a shocking

ending.
The Echo Wife by Sarah Gailey (February 16) From the author that brought you an

alternate America overrun with hippos comes a domestic thriller featuring a woman
whose husband is cheating on her with her clone. I love a good thriller of the
murderous wife variety, and I have a feeling that this one will be particularly

memorable.
All You Knead is Love by Tanya Guerrero (March 30) This is the type of middle

grade book I've come to love: adorable illustrated cover, deals with serious topics but
doesn't get too heavy, and preferably involves food. Alba, whose mother is planning
on leaving her abusive husband this summer, sends her to live with her estranged

grandmother in Spain. What she doesn't expect is to be welcomed, learn how to bake
bread, and become comfortable with the way she expresses herself.

Gabriella's 5 Most Anticipated Books 
of January--March 2021



 

Best Sellers
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett From The New York Times-

bestselling author of The Mothers, a stunning new novel about twin
sisters, inseparable as children, who ultimately choose to live in two

very different worlds, one black and one white.

The Midnight Library by Matt Heig  Between life and death there is
a library, and within that library, the shelves go on forever. Every book
provides a chance to try another life you could have lived. To see how

things would be if you had made other choices . . . Would you have
done anything different, if you had the chance to undo your regrets?

A Promised Land by Barack Obama In this anticipated first volume of
his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free
world, describing in personal detail both his political education and the
landmark moments of the first term of his historic presidency--a time of

dramatic transformation and turmoil.

Caste by Isabel Wilkerson In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson
gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America
as she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative
and stories about real people, how America today and throughout its
history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy

of human rankings.

The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune is an enchanting love
story, masterfully told, about the profound experience of discovering an
unlikely family in an unexpected place—and realizing that family is yours.

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller. A tale of gods, kings,
immortal fame, and the human heart, The Song of Achilles is a dazzling
literary feat that brilliantly reimagines Homer’s enduring masterwork,

The Iliad. DEBUT AUTHOR!



                              Book: Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling by Wai Chim
 

                               Cookbook: Dumplings and Noodles by Pippa Middlehurst
 

My most recent staff pick, The Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling by Wai Chim, is full of difficult
subjects: mental illness, microaggressions, and emotionally absent parents. It also contains a very cute

romance, a girl learning to speak up about her problems, and a restaurant staff full of insight. 
But the reason it earns a spot on this page today is that it truly exemplifies the idea that food is a

universal language and something over which people can bond. Plenty of people realized the truth of
this during quarantine last year; my Instagram feed was full of friends who acquired sourdough

starters, or who were learning to bake for the first time. I cooked much more consistently during the
summer of 2020 than I ever have before, too, and it was often a collective experience, since I live with
my family. I picked up the book because of the title and the hopes that there would be a lot of food
descriptions inside, but what I got in addition was the compelling story of Anna, who wants nothing

more than to feel normal and have her home life be normal, too. By the end of the book, thanks to her
time working at her father's restaurant, Anna realizes that "normal" might never come, but she has a

chance to make things better for her immediate family.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unsurprisingly, we carry the perfect cookbook to match: Dumplings and Noodles: Bao, Gyoza, Biang
Biang, Ramen—and Everything in Between by Pippa Middlehurst. I've followed Middlehurst's

Instagram @pippyeats for quite a while, and every dish she's posted has made my mouth water. The
cookbook is even better, if only because it provides me with the means to make the food she's

tormented me with for years. From the dumpling section, I am most interested in the recipe for her
Best Sichuan Chilli Oil Wontons, which contain some of my favorite ingredients (namely pork, garlic,

jalapenos, and Lao Gan Ma crispy chilli oil).While it may not be the kind served at Anna's father's
restaurant, I believe that this particular dumpling—and cookbook, and novel—would be a delicious

starting point for a family food project and conversation.

The Pairing Pages

A well-seasoned pairing of cookbooks

and literature. Bon appetit!

Gabby's 

picks
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t the We asked authors 10 questions in order to get to know
another side of them. This issue's featured author is...

L.A.
Guettler

We Asked...

 

1.What is your favorite season in which to write?
Spring, because I can take the laptop outside without suffering heat stroke. But I'm

happy to write in any season that inspiration decides to strike. 
2. List 5 adjectives to describe yourself.
Snarky, lazy, loud, anxious, and, uh, random.

3. What was the first book that really had an impact on you?
"Uncle Shelby's ABZ Book" by Shel Silverstein. It was my first experience with subversive

humor and I have never been quite the same. Take that as you will.
4. If you could tell your younger writing self anything would it be?

Write whatever you want. Great Literature is overrated. There's no shame in writing
light, fun stories.

5. You were just given a yacht--what would you name it?
The Gift Horse.

6. What would you do if you were the last person on Earth?
Scroll Facebook with increasing desperation.

7. What is your favorite quote?
"All I do is sit down at the typewriter and start hitting the keys. Getting them in the right

order, that's the trick. That's the trick."  ~Garth Marenghi
8. If you had your own talk show, who would be your first 3 guests?

Jason Momoa as Aquaman, Henry Cavill as Geralt, and Viggo Mortensen as Aragorn.
Wait, does one have to be Abraham Lincoln?

9. Which movie would you like to see remade into a musical, starring the
original cast?

Mad Max: Fury Road
10.. Garden gnomes--delightfully kitschy or frightening loiterers?

Frighteningly kitschy, for sure.

 Lea Anne Guettler is a freelance technical writer from Illinois. Red Darkling is her first novel. but
her short fiction and poetry have appeared in several anthologies. Check her out on Facebook,

and grab a copy of her novel at Prairie Fox! Red Darkling has been called a "wild sci-fi
interplanetary ride" (Goodreads), filled with wit and humor. 



LITERARY MOTIVES 
Books can whisk us away to other times and places, real or imagined, with the
opportunity to walk in another person’s shoes. They can bring comfort, inform,
challenge our thinking, inspire, bring people together, and sometimes they can
save our lives. If a story really resonates, we discover more about ourselves and
walk away with a deeper understanding of the human experience. Just like the

chicken and the egg dilemma, I have often pondered the question- do we gravitate
toward stories, their characters and themes, because they reflect who we are or do

books help to shape our character? I think it is both. The beloved stories of my
youth, whether read aloud to me or devoured on my own, helped to build the
person I am today and left me searching for similar books. Louisa May Alcott’s

Little Women introduced me to Jo, Meg, Beth, and Amy March, each with their own
attributes and flaws. Jo’s creativity and her fiery, passionate temperament makes

her a favorite for many but each sister offers us a mirror into our own struggle
with pride, courage, and our desire to be the best versions of ourselves. Jo is
fearless, independent, smart, and had a burning desire to use her gift. And, I

wanted to be her. The Diary of Anne Frank was read aloud to my 5th grade class
and came at a time when children begin questioning themselves and their world.

From Anne’s pen, I heard my own longing for more and identified with her
attempts to pull away from adults and assemble thoughts of her own. Her journal,
written while hiding away from Hitler and his Nazi regime, also nurtured the social

justice seed growing within me. Hearing about the Holocaust and the views and
actions that some people were capable of served as a cautionary tale that

something as savage could happen at any time and at any place. As a former
teacher of 23 years, I saw first hand the effects that books have on us. A few years
back, as I read Fish In A Tree aloud to my grade school class, I witnessed something
pretty remarkable. As the main character explained her struggles with learning to
read, something she discovered had a name (Dyslexia), one young student visiting

my classroom that day, looked up from his drawing, wide-eyed, and mouthed,
“That’s me.” Hearing the right story at the right time can be life-changing. They can
open up worlds to us and show us a way we may not have contemplated. They let

us know that we are not alone. We are naturally drawn to the stories that echo the
challenges we are facing. Children, especially, seek out stories that offer

compelling themes; enduring tragedy, sacrifices, overcoming adversity, and finding
the courage to always speak the truth. It gives readers hope in humanity to see

characters evolve and overcome their flaws: Amy March’s vanity, Beth’s
debilitating shyness, Meg’s pride, Jo’s temper. What books helped make you who

you are today?

Whether you want to read it for the first time, or the millionth, you
can get a copy of Little Women at Prairie Fox today!

Suzannah also recommends...
The Miraculous Adventures of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo



On the Calendar...On the Calendar...On the Calendar...

Leslie Goddard will give us a lecture on the
history of Nancy Drew in September and will

portray Lizzie Borden for us in October! 

Harry Potter's 3rd Annual 
Birthday Bash!

Saturday, July 31st, 10-3
Free event with games, Potion demos, 

Honeydukes, freebies, and more!
Call or email us for a personalized invite!

 

Join us for our 3rd Annual
Murder Mystery Dinner! 

6pm at the Ottawa
Knights of Columbus

Saturday, September 18th

Tickets will go on sale soon, and
will include appetizers, choice of meal, 

champagne, first drink on us, and a dessert buffet!

Author, and Director of
Youth Outlook, Nancy

Mullen in June!

2nd Annual 
Lit Fest!

Summer
Trivia

Tournament!
Independent

Bookstore Day in
April!



Caldecott
Medal

WInners

James Beard
Award-Winning

Cookbooks

In our next issue:

Cozy Corner: A peek at
the newest cozy mysteries

Celebration of National Poetry Month

Books to
celebrate

Pride!


