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Best Sellers
The  Four Winds by Kristin Hannah From the number-one

bestselling author of The Nightingale comes a powerful American
epic set during the Great Depression, a time when the country was in
crisis and at war with itself, when millions were out of work and even

the land seemed to have turned against them.

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro  A magnificent new novel from
the Nobel laureate Kazuo Ishiguro that tells the story of Klara, an

Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, who, from her
place in the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in
to browse, and of those who pass on the street outside. She remains

hopeful that a customer will soon choose her.

How to Avoid a Climate Disaster by Bill Gates In this urgent,
authoritative book, Bill Gates sets out a wide-ranging, practical—and
accessible—plan for how the world can get to zero greenhouse gas

emissions in time to avoid a climate catastrophe.

Just As I Am by Cicely Tyson "Just As I Am is my truth. It is me,
plain and unvarnished, with the glitter and garland set aside. In these
pages, I am indeed Cicely, the actress who has been blessed to grace
the stage and screen for six decades... I am a daughter and mother,

a sister, and a friend.   I am a woman who, at long last, has
something meaningful to say.” –Cicely Tyson

Later by Stephen King LATER is Stephen King at his finest, a terrifying
and touching story of innocence lost and the trials that test our sense of

right and wrong. With echoes of King’s classic novel It, LATER is a
powerful, haunting, unforgettable exploration of what it takes to stand

up to evil in all the faces it wears.

Nomadland by Jessica Bruder Bruder tells a compelling, eye-opening tale of
the dark underbelly of the American economy—one that foreshadows the
precarious future that may await many more of us. At the same time, she
celebrates the exceptional resilience and creativity of these quintessential

Americans who have given up ordinary rootedness to survive. 



 
      Self-Care from a Children's Book

       (Notes from Gabriella, our Fox on the East Coast)
 

When I think of my favorite childhood picture books, those illustrated
by Wendy Andersen Halperin are always among the first to come to

mind. And over Christmas, when I was rereading some holiday-themed
picture books, I came across The Secret Remedy Book by Karin Cates on

the shelf and put it aside.
The Secret Remedy Book follows a young girl named Lolly, who is staying
at her Auntie Zep's house sans her parents for a whole month for the
first time. When homesickness begins to hit, Auntie Zep retrieves the

Secret Remedy Book from the attic, and the two set out to complete all
of the remedies—which must be done "before the first hoot of an

owl," at the risk of none of them working.
The remedies are whimsical, ranging from drinking a glass of apple

juice and imagining the tree and orchard that produced it, to feeding a
wild thing and promising to protect it—Auntie Zep feeds Lolly; the girl
in turn feeds leftovers to an opossum—to reading a favorite book and
finding a passage that speaks to your heart. By the time the remedies
are completed, Lolly's mind has been taken off of her sadness and she

feels much more content.
 

Since I've moved, The Secret Remedy Book has found a renewed place in
my life. In fact, I brought it with me so that, in case I began to feel

homesick and sad like Lolly, I could try it out for myself. And in a way, I
have, but with my own twist. Here are the remedies, reimagined for my

own life.

 



Brew and drink a cup of special coffee. While I don't imagine the plant that produced the beans, I
do take my time grinding beans and inhaling their aroma before completing the rest of the

brewing routine. The beans themselves are special to me since they were a gift and taste like jelly
doughnuts.

Take care of a plant. This is new to me, and we will see how it goes as time passes! Believe it or
not, I've never been responsible for caring for a plant. Now I have two, given to me by one of my
new neighbors, and I've truly become a millennial. I just hope that the stereotype that we can't

keep things alive isn't also true.
Go for a walk. In order to experience my new surroundings. With the weather, this doesn't always

happen, but on warmer days it's good to mask up and walk downtown and along the river. You
don't know what you're missing until it's gone! (In this case, Starved Rock.)

Feed a wild thing. I'll be honest, I didn't have to change this one! And like Auntie Zep, I am
referring to a person when I say "wild thing." I've cooked at least three times a week, exploring

new recipes and actually working through the cookbook collection I've established since I started
working at the bookstore. Sometimes the wild thing is nervous about what's in the dish, but they

are always won over by food.
Keep in touch with those close to you. Luckily we live in the age of the internet and this is so

much easier than ever has been, aside from scheduling concerns. Just like we did during
lockdown, and like I do with my (nearly all) long-distance friendships, I message, DM, and Skype.
It's not all conversations, though. Sometimes memes are the greatest form of communication.
Re-experience a favorite story. It can be argued I am already doing this by following the steps
outlined in The Secret Remedy Book, but what I really mean is I pick up my favorite book and

read the moment that still lingers with me, or rewatch my favorite movie for the single scene that
lifts my heart. Sometimes that's all that's needed to change my mood. I am also reading plenty of

new books, too! (I promise that in the next newsletter, there will be at least one review.)
Plan to do things you're excited about. The original seventh remedy is to "dream of doing great

things." And there's nothing wrong with that! I'm still thinking of my shoot for the moon goals, but
sometimes it's nice to have a small, concrete project or activity that will make you happy. Like

knitting a sweater, reading the new release from your favorite author, or planning the best two-
person Easter brunch ever.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

 
By the way, I don't think that the remedies are only good for homesickness—I actually think they

could make up a fairly decent life philosophy, and seem more forgiving than resolutions. So if you
need a remedy for your day, your mood, or your spirit, try one of these. They're no longer secret.

 



 

1.What is your favorite season in which to write?
Season of [mist and] mellow fruitfulness

2. List 5 adjectives to describe yourself.
Old, cheerful, old, forgetful, old.

3. What was the first book that really had an impact on you?
The dictionary

4. If you could tell your younger writing self anything would it be?
Don’t wait as long as I did to grow up

5. You were just given a yacht--what would you name it?
For Sale

6. What would you do if you were the last person on Earth?
Find a cat

7. What is your favorite quote?
Coleridge on the purpose of Lyrical Ballads, that poetry should “excite a feeling

analogous to the supernatural, by awakening the mind’s attention to the lethargy of
custom, and directing it to the loveliness and the wonders of the world before us; an
inexhaustible treasure, but for which, in consequence of the film of familiarity and

selfish solicitude, we have eyes, yet see not, ears that hear not, and hearts that neither
feel nor understand.”

8. If you had your own talk show, who would be your first 3 guests?
Mary Oliver, Pete Seeger, Hillary Clinton

9. Which movie would you like to see remade into a musical, starring the
original cast?

Casablanca
10.. Garden gnomes--delightfully kitschy or frightening loiterers?

Neither. They should look like the homeowner.

 

Marydale
Stewart

We Asked...Author
Author
Author

M
ee

t the We asked authors 10 questions in order to get to know
another side of them. This issue's featured author is...

Marydale Stewart currently lives in Spring Valley. She holds a Ph.D. in English and a Master’s degree in Library
Science from Northern Illinois University. Stewart is a former librarian, teacher, and editor. She is very

dedicated to animal shelters and is an Arabian horse enthusiast. Prairie Fox carries 3 of Marydale's novels
and 2 wonderful poetry books. Check her work out at Prairie Fox during Poetry Month in April!



LITERARY MOTIVES 
 

Dickinson Paid A Visit or #937
By Suzannah Walter

Dickinson paid a visit
It had been a long, long while

Only now, can I fully appreciate
The depth and breadth of her style.

Whether hymn or ballad meter
 

Slant or imperfect rhyme-
Her work is puzzling, illuminating

 
Turned expectations upside down.
Acting as molds for her thoughts

Those triplets, quatrains, and pairs
Self-contained works of art

Did what others would not dare.
 

Though I remember- I Heard A Fly Buzz
 

Hope and no-body-
It took ‘till now to fully grasp

 
What I could not see to see

 
If anything, she reminds us that-

They make us feel and think and heal
 

Poems, whether learned or wrote
Lead to truth in their reveal.

 
_________________________

 
Poetry encourages us to connect and find meaning in our experiences.

They help us reflect on the harsh realities of loss and console us when we
feel alone or scared. Poems can also unify and inspire and give wings to our

dreams. They offer us a new way of looking at something and help us
communicate those raw personal experiences. Poetry is for everyone at any

age! Celebrate Poetry Month with Prairie Fox Books! Tell us your favorite
poets and poems and challenge yourself to reading or writing a poem a day

throughout the month of April. Edgar Allen Poe, Emily Dickinson, Mary
Oliver, and Langton Hughes are among my favorite poets. Who are yours?

--Suzannah Walter



Warrior Girl
You keep on fighting
Till your final breath,
Even if your mind
Is yearning for your death.

And while this battle’s in your mind,
Don’t let it decay your soul.
You’re a fighter for the sun,
And the moon will keep you whole.

 
Shaylee Swanson is an 18 year old queer poet, variety

streamer, and published author of books Scars Run
Deep, More Bees with Honey, Tightrope Thoughts, and

How Does the Heart Heal? She writes from personal
experience about self-love, learning your worth, finding

your voice, and overcoming your past.

All of her books are at Prairie Fox!

 

Amanda Gorman’s powerful and
historic poem “The Hill We Climb,”

read at President Joe Biden’s
inauguration, is now available as a

collectible gift edition (with a
foreword by Oprah). Order it from us

today!
 
 

April is National Poetry Month

We have great local poets--check
out 

their books at Prairie Fox!

--Paul Wheeler

--Shaylee Swanson

--Grace McCormick

--Marydale Stewart



Cozy Corner

Mia Malone has opened a catering
business in Magic Springs, Idaho, putting

both her culinary expertise and her gift for
spellcasting to good use. But it’ll take more

than witchcraft to make a murderer
disappear behind bars…

Murder 101 
(Kitchen Witch Mystery #2)

 by Lynn Cahoon

April
--Lemon Drop Dead

(Amish Candy Shop #6)
 by Amanda Flowers

--Damsel in a Dress
(Perfectly Proper 5)

by Kirsten Weiss

--Murder in the News
(Miss Hart and Miss

Hunter Investigate 4)
by Celina Grace

Reserved for Murder
(Book Lover's B&B #2)

by Victoria Gilbert
More bloodshed at a
bibliophiles' bed-and-
breakfast as Victoria

Gilbert's delightful series
continues.

June



I put off reading Thursday Murder Club for several months even tho the title kept popping up in every
book review or magazine I read. Sometimes too much hype makes me suspicious and turns me off. 
But read it I did, and now I have a new favorite author. This is Richard Osman's first novel, and it's a

winner. Charming and witty, with delightful, well written characters. And dead bodies, of course. It's all
in Britain at an upscale retirement home--the kind of place where wine and prescriptions are

delivered in equal measure. Four main characters--Elizabeth, Ron, Joyce, and Ibrahim are all over 70,
but with plenty of spark and flair. They feel like they might be inconsequential and invisible

sometimes, which allows them to use their age to their advantage. These four meet weekly to discuss
cold cases from police files provided by a former police officer now residing with them at Cooper's

Chase. Lucky for us, they become involved in a real murder. This is not a cozy mystery, however. It has
much more depth. 

This book ticked off a lot of my favorite elements: older, bright characters with interesting backstories,
witty, realistic dialogue, an English location (did I mention that the location was previously a convent?

Bonus points for that) and a clever murder plot.
If it had taken place during a snowstorm, it might have been perfect.

The further into the book I read, the more I didn't want it to end. These were characters I wanted as
friends. I knew they were too well developed and had a lot more back story for just one outing. Sure
enough--book 2 will be available later this year. And this time it will be right on top of my TBR pile. 

 

                           If you enjoy fairy tales and happy endings, this is not the book for you. The Devil
All the Time initially drew my attention when I saw it advertised as an upcoming Netflix movie

starring two of my favorite actors, Tom Holland and Robert Pattinson. I have always been
interested in stories themed around religion and cults, and The Devil All the Time fell perfectly
into this category.  Throughout the story, we follow a few different life stories about the main
characters, including a killer priest with an appetite for arachnids, a young man mourning his
father’s suicide, and a husband and wife who work as serial killers.  It was very moving to read

about the devastating lives of the characters their own eyes. Almost all of the characters have no
sense of hope, and they are all struggling with their mental health in some way. This sense of

dread and overwhelming somberness made these characters feel extremely real. The realness of
this story is one of the best assets The Devil All the Time has, and it was what kept me wanting

more from the story. This book immediately exceeded my expectations. Although it was far too
grotesque during some parts of the book, the theme of gross realness ultimately contributed to
the overall story perfectly. It made me understand the struggles the characters were facing, and

while it made me uncomfortable, I truly felt like I was one of the characters in the book.  
If you are interested in The Devil All the Time, I would highly recommend it, however, if you 

have a weak stomach, be wary.  
 

Guest Editorial from

the desk of Theresa

Jones

___________________________________________________________
Bookseller Leah Reed

 Recommends...Now on



James Beard Award Winners
James Beard Awards are a symbol of those that rise
above the best. Check out some of the winners for

Books in last year's list.

In  Jubilee, Toni Tipton-Martin takes recipes she gathered
during research for her 2015 book, The Jemima Code: Two
Centuries of African American Cookbooks—another Beard

winner—and adapts them into a modern cookbook.

 
Living Bread dives into how artisan bread baking
has evolved, from “wheat farming practices and

advances in milling, to sourdough starters and the
mechanics of mixing dough.”

 Where Cooking Begins consists of detailed guides for
six essential cooking methods (including steaming and
sautéing), a list of Music’s essential spices and “dessert

island” kitchen equipment, and other helpful advice,
which all lead up to over 70 recipes.

 
 American Sfoglino helps readers become master

pasta makers by sharing techniques from his Emilia-
Romagna training. It covers 15 classic pasta shapes

and four foundational doughs

https://www.amazon.com/Jubilee-Recipes-Centuries-African-American-Cookbook/dp/1524761737/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ots=1&ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=fwjamesbeardcookbookwinners2020bhallinan0520-20&linkId=cfe6b8e9b598b1c10f4833342b436348&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Bread-Tradition-Innovation-Artisan/dp/0735213836/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ots=1&ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=fwjamesbeardcookbookwinners2020bhallinan0520-20&linkId=f8804e6e583cc8e905efcdcac2959da8&language=en_US


Independent Bookstore Day is
 Saturday, April 24th!

Come and celebrate with Prairie
Fox (and 1000's of other Indie

bookstores).

Nigella Lawson

Stephen King/
Joe Hill

Jeff Vandermeer

Baby Yoda!

Signed! Signed!

All these exclusives, and more!

Freebies!

Live music!

Giveaweays!

 will be set up
 out front!

Games and crafts!!

Special deals!!



Caldecott Award winners you
must check out!

The Caldecott is awarded to the artist of
the most distinguished American picture

book for children the year before.  

2021:  We Are Water Protectors 
by Carole Lindstrom 

Inspired by the many Indigenous-led movements across North
America, We Are Water Protectors issues an urgent rallying cry to

safeguard the Earth’s water from harm and corruption.

2020:  The Undefeated 
by Kadir Nelson

This poem is a love letter to black life in the United States. It
highlights the unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the

civil rights movement, and the grit, passion, and perseverance of
some of the world's greatest heroes. 

2019:  Hello, Lighthouse 
by Sophie Blackwell

Watch the days and seasons pass as the wind blows, the fog rolls in,
and icebergs drift by. Outside, there is water all around. Inside, the
daily life of a lighthouse keeper and his family unfolds as the keeper

boils water for tea, lights the lamp's wick, and writes every detail in his
logbook.



Kate Moore, author of the International
best-seller, The Radium Girls, has a new book

coming out this June! Prairie Fox has been
designated one of "her" bookstores, and we
will be getting signed copies! Preorder yours

today at prairiefoxbooks.com/pre-orders
and save 20%! PLUS, we will be having a big
Zoom event with her, direct from London,

and registration opens this May!  

Sponsor a Teacher this
summer!

We are compiling wish lists from
teachers all over Lasalle County
(and then some) and you will be
able to shop from those lists all

summer! Help us stock up
classrooms for Fall! If you are a

teacher, email
prairiefoxdylan@gmail.com with

your wish list. Then stay tuned for
more details!

On the Calendar...On the Calendar...On the Calendar...

Join us for our 3rd Annual
Murder Mystery Dinner! 

6pm at the Ottawa
Knights of Columbus

Saturday, September 18th

Tickets on sale NOW! Come in or visit
prairiefoxbooks.com/events to buy yours! Tickets
include gourmet meal and an interactive show! 

We will be
collecting basic
school supplies
starting in May
for the End of
Summer party
Supply Drive!

Details to come!



Celebrate PRIDE this June!
Learn something new with a great book, and come

to our June author event with Author Nancy
Mullen!

Nancy Mullen will
be discussing her
memoir the last

week of June!


